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This guide is aimed at exhibitors who have qualified for FIP 
international exhibitions and jurors who want further insights into 
exhibiting Astrophilately.

The starting points for any exhibitor or juror are three key 
documents: the General Regulations of the FIP for Evaluation of 
Competitive Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions (GREV), the Special 
Regulations for the Evaluation of Astrophilately Exhibit at FIP 
Exhibitions (SREV) and the Guidelines for Judging Astrophilatelic 
Exhibits (Guidelines).  The three form the basis for a competitive 
exhibit.  Exhibitors must ensure their exhibit comply fully with the 
GREV, since the GREV are enforced on all exhibits in all the FIP
Classes.  When exhibiting, the astrophilatelist must also follow the 
SREV and Guidelines for Astrophilately.  The current versions of
these documents are available from the FIP website at www.f-i-
p.ch.

The guide has been prepared by the members of the Astrophilately
Bureau with the help of recognised experts in the field.  Its purpose 
is to help exhibitors and jury members better understand the 
concepts found in the SERV and Guidelines by way of illustrations 
and background notes.  However a word of caution is needed, this
guide does not supplant the FIP GREV, SERV or Guidelines.  It is 
simply an aid to guide exhibitors and jurors with exemplary 
illustrations and background notes.  

Introduction



The Guide is not intended to provide an answer to every possible
exhibitor's question; nevertheless we hope that this advice will help the 
jury and the exhibitor to better understand the regulations. 

In the event of any discrepancies in the text arising from translation, the 
English text shall prevail.

The guide includes most of the Articles (Artic.) from the Guidelines 
which appear in black text.  

We will start with the relevant Article No. in bold followed by the 
illustration and elaboration, in blue text. 

We hope you enjoy your journey into exhibiting Astrophilately.
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Article 1 Competitive Exhibitions

1.1Basic Contents (ref. GREV 1.1 - 1.4, SREV)

1.4.1 These Guidelines are intended to help the jurors and exhibitors, to better 
understand the 'Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Astrophilatelic 
Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions (SREV).

Article 2 Competitive Exhibits

2.1Basic Contents (ref. GREV 2.1 - 2.3, SREV)

2.1.1
An astrophilatelic exhibit comprises philatelic material related to space 
exploration.  It does not develop a theme.  It is a philatelic study of the 
scientific and technical progress achieved in the conquest of space, 
including stratosphere research, early rocketry and the precursors to the 
various types of spacecraft, chronologically recording the relevant events 
within the different programmes.



Article 3 Principles of Exhibit Composition

3.1 Basic Contents (ref. GREV 3.1, SREV)

3.2 Basic Contents (ref. GREV 3.2, SREV)



One should ensure that the selected item demonstrates a sound 
understanding of both the item’s relationship with the scientific and 
technical aspect of space travel and its philatelic nature in terms of: 
demonstrating philatelic knowledge or importance or rarity. The 
stamps should be used judiciously, mainly be used for referring to 
precursors or early space flights for which there are no other items 
available to document the event.

Avoid giving using too many stamps and varieties. The emphasis here is on 
showing varieties. You could show both the normal item and the variety.

Do not use stamps to further a story line.

3.2.1 The exhibit may also include stamps varieties such as perforation, 
errors in colour, overprints, as well as essays and proofs.



Imperf right

Misperf

Trial perforations

3.2.1 - Perforation Varieties



3.2.1 - Colour / Overprint Varieties

Colour trials

Colour trials

Colour trial Issued colour

Double overprintOverprint 
variety



Chroma proof Chromalin proof

3.2.1 - Proof / Essay

Essays missing shading and value tablets 



3.2.2 – Mailgrams transmitted by satellites, covers carried around and on 
the Moon, stratosphere mail and space mail and messages dispatched by 
rockets, may also be included.

Mailgram (not flown)



3.2.2 Stratosphere Mail 

Explorer II 
Flown Stratosphere Mail

Strato Lab
Flown Stratosphere Mail



Stephen Smith Jamboree Flight

3.2.2  Rocket Mail

Schmiedl V 7 Flight



Space Station Mail

Moon Mail 

3.2.2 - Space mail flown aboard spacecraft into space; carried to space 
stations, to the Moon including electronic mail from communication 
between mission control centres and orbiting space craft. 



• In general, anniversary cancellations have no place in an 
astrophilatelic exhibit.

• When such an agreement is not available, then the cancellation 
should have the correct date of the event, but the postmark may be 
from a major city that is not near the launch site. E.g. Gagarin
launch date (12.04.1961) postmarked at Kiev. However an 
anniversary date, one year or five years later from Baikonur would 
not be appropriate.

3.2.3 Special cancellations of space events should be avoided
except  when no original event cancellation is available.

•In most instances, cancellations need to have the correct date/time and
have been applied at the post office nearest the event.



3.2.3

Appropriate item
documents the Correct 

launch date

Inappropriate item
Incorrect date 

documents an anniversary of 
the launch date



• Unfortunately there are a considerable number of falsified items in 
existence.

• Fake or back-dated postmarks, forged official seals and rubber cachets are 
the most common examples.

• Today’s digital technology aids the forger enormously; hence buyers need 
to beware.

• You should determine the provenance of all important items in your 
collection. Expertisation is essential for major items. Contact the 
International Association of Philatelic Experts (AIEP) to find your nearest 
expert. (www. Aiep.net)

• References:    Walter Hopferwieser Space Mail 1992

3.2.4 Faked items must be clearly identified



3.2.4 - Forgeries

Vostok 1 – Gagarin Flight 

special cancellation

Fake special cancellation 

Vostok 1 – Gagarin Flight



3.2.4 - Forgeries

Soyuz TM-17 Forged Postmark

Forged Mir Space Station  Postmark



3.2.4 - Forgeries

Soyuz TM-21 Forged postmarks

Baikonur postmark for Soyuz TM- 21 Flight



3.2.4 - Forgeries

Genuine Prime Recovery 
Vessel USS Randolph

Riser fake of

Prime Recovery Vessel USS 
Randolph 



3.3 Basic Contents (ref. GREV 3.3, SREV)

• Special attention should be given to the origin of the postmarks and the date 
and time related to the different space events. Philatelic knowledge of the 
different types of postmarks applied for each event is also important.

In the early days of the Space Race, space programmes attracted a 
large collector base.

Post offices were expected to process thousands, even millions of 
items of mail so rather than put huge workloads on nearby launch
site post office, the postal administrations created cancellation 
centres in major cities to bulk cancel the vast volumes of mail.

In the USA, Kennedy Space Centre Post (KSC) Office cancellation 
has its Orlando Post Office facsimile.

Similarly, in the USSR the Baïkonur Cosmodrome Post Office 
cancellation had its facsimile counterpart in Moscow from the 
KNIGA agency.



3.3

Baikonur Cosmodrome
postmark

KNIGA (Moscow) 
postmark facsimile

Kennedy Space Center
postmark

Orlando postmark

KSC facsimile 



With regard to SREV 3.3 the following points are to be 
considered:

USSR/Russia Space Programmes

3.3.1 In the early period, as a rule, no announcement was made in advance of the 
launching site or date of a rocket or spaceship launch.

3.3.2 Prior to 1975 it is possible to record space events with stamps, postal 
stationery, covers and cards with special cancellations referring to the mission and 
duration of flight time.



3.3.2 - Stamps

Sputnik 3

VENUS 1COSMOS 3

Sputnik 1



3.3.2 - Postal Stationery

Space Dogs Belka and Strelka

Ziolkovski Space Pioneer



3.3.2 - Special Postmarks

Vostok 2 – Titov flight

International Geophysical Year
Lunik 2

Sputnik 1



3.3.3 From April 1975 onwards official postmarks are available from 
the Cosmodrome Baikonur recording the launch of space stations, 
supply and manned spaceships. The postmarks of the Cosmodrome 
are preferable to those of the state trading company (KNIGA). 

3.3.4 Postmarks for launches should be shown from the post office 
nearest to the launching sites (cosmodromes) with date of the event



3.3.4 Baikonur Postmarks

Type A (1975-1980)

Type B (1980-1982)

Type D(1988-1990)
Type C1 (1982-1984) Type C2 (1984-1988)



3.3.4 Baikonur Postmarks

Type E (1990-1996) Type F (1996-1990)

Type G (1996-)



3.3.4 Baikonur Special Postmarks

Soyuz TM-13

Soyuz TM-14

Soyuz TM-14 Soyuz TM-20



3.3.4 Baikonur Special Postmarks

Soyuz TM-21 Soyuz TM-22

ISS 1st Crew Launch



3.3.5 Space Mail is postal or philatelic items flown aboard a 
spacecraft. Since 1978 post offices function in space stations.

Space Mail from Salyut 5

Space Mail from Salyut 3



3.3.5  Space Mail

Space Mail from Salyut 6 Space Station



3.3.5  Space Mail

Salyut 6 Space Station

Salyut 7 Space Station



3.3.5  Space Mail

Mir Space Station

Space Mail from Mir Space Station



Mir Space Station

3.3.5  Space Mail

International Space Station



3.3.6 For manned space programmes and for deep space missions (after launch) 
the postmark of the corresponding mission control centre responsible for 
supervision, is valid. 

Kaliningrad Mission Control Centre Postmarks

Korolev Mission Control Centre Postmark

ISS 1st Crew  Docking



3.3.6 Postmarks from tracking sites and ships participating in the mission 
may be shown as a supplement if they are dated during the mission.

Terrestrial tracking stations belong to the Army. Therefore, no 
commercial mail exists for such stations. It is likely that crews 
working at the tracking stations used and still use the services of the 
Russian field post. Unfortunately, we still do not know the relevant 
data regarding such field post offices. In theory, mail might exist that 
was posted from civilian post offices, situated close to the tracking 
stations. However, as the launches of Russian spacecraft were kept 
secret, it is unlikely that covers could have been prepared in advance 
for such events.    



3.3.6 Tracking Stations

Possible postmarks for nearby tracking stations.



During the period of the former USSR there were no post offices on any of 
their tracking ships. Therefore, no mail postmarked on board exist. Under 
pressure from philatelists, some private cachets have been made for some 
tracking ships which were applied to mail especially for that purpose.  Covers 
prepared in this manner were mailed from Russian ports only.  (No 
information on covers mailed from foreign ports is to be found in the 
literature). We are also not aware of any private cachets which were applied 
to mail sent by crew members or even used on an official correspondence..

3.3.6 Tracking Ships



3.3.6 Tracking Ships



3.3.6 Tracking Ships



3.3.7 Landings of spacecraft shall be recorded by the postmark of the post office 
nearest to the landing site.

Postmarks from, Arkalyk, Kazakhstan

Postmarks from, Dzezhkagan, Kazakhstan



USA Space Programmes

3.3.8 Covers and cards recording launches, landings or other space 
activities shall be postmarked with the exact date on which they took place.

Port Canaveral (PC), later renamed Cape Canaveral (CC) and 
Patrick Air Force Base (PAFB) are valid postmarks for launches 
prior to the establishment of Kennedy Space Center (KSC) Post 
Office in 1965.

Joint mission between the USA and other countries have taken 
place from a non USA site and in such case the cover should be 
shown with the postmark from the foreign launch site. However 
covers postmarked with cancellation from other place or with 
incorrect dates are not considered appropriate for an exhibit. 



Port Canaveral (PC) Cape Canaveral (CC)

Patrick Air Force Base (PAFB)

3.3.8 – USA launch sites

Kennedy Space Center



Inappropriate item
(Apollo Bay has nothings to do with the Apollo Missions)

Inappropriate item
(KSC was the appropriate launch site for Apollo 13)

3.3.8 – Inappropriate items 



3.3.9 Where the post office was closed at the time when launches, landings or 
other space activities took place, the postmark of the next working day is valid..

.

Next day postmark

It is always a good idea to note this next day usage in the write 
up since it demonstrates your philatelic knowledge



3.3.9 Occasionally launch sites will have different spacecraft launched on 
the same day but at different times. In such cases the time in the 
cancellation must relate to the relevant launch.

.

HIKE-ASP 4: 39 launch

AEROBEE-HI 7: 00 launch

TRAILBLAZER I 8:00 launch

Three different launches on 21 April 1961 from Wallops Island



3.3.10 Postmarks for launches should be shown only from the 
post office nearest to the site of the launch.

Programme Period Correct 
Postmark

Mercury 1959-1962 PC, PAFB
Gemini 1963-1967 PC, CC, KSC
Apollo 1967-1972 KSC
Apollo Soyuz Test Program 1975 KSC
Skylab 1973-1974 KSC
Space Transport System 
(Space Shuttle)

1979- KSC, EAFB



Port Canaveral

Kennedy Space Center Edwards Air Force Base

3.3.10   US Launch sites

Vandenberg Air Force Base Wallops Island

Cape Canaveral



3.3.11 Postmarks of the launch sites and different rocket test sites in the 
USA are valid. Covers and cards with an official NASA cachet applied at the 
post office in Kennedy Space Center (KSC) from 1965 – 75 are desirable.

The NASA Kennedy Space Center Post Office opened on 1 July 
1965. The post office was issued with a mission related cachets for all 
flights from Gemini 5 up until the Apollo Soyuz Test program. Most 
were rubber cachets applied in blue ink, some were applied in red and 
a sticker was used for the Apollo 7 mission.

(See R. Yorio Kennedy Space Centre, Philatelic History 1971, for 
specific details of most cachets).



3.3.11 – KSC Cachets

You can see a complete list at:
(http://home.comcast.net/%7Espacecovers/CachetIdentification/NASA

OfficialKSCCachetsRev.html)



3.3.12 Covers and cards recording splashdowns (landings) should have the 
postmark of the post office on board the main recovery ship, with the date of 
recovery of the astronauts and/or space capsule. If not available on the ship, 
the postmark of the port of landing or of the nearest supply base after arrival of 
the ship is valid.

Mail from ships, helicopters and/or airplanes participating in the recovery shall 
be postmarked with a date from the period during the mission.

Recovery ships covers can have additional official cachets, referring to the 
mission.

Space Shuttle landings shall be recorded by the postmark of the post office 
nearest to the landing site.



3.3.12  Early recovery vessel mail is quite scarce. When Alan Shepard was 
recovered from the Atlantic he and his capsule were taken on board U.S.S. 
Lake Champlain, less than 50 covers are recorded with the ship’s postmark 
on that date (5 May 1961). Two types of cancels on Prime Recovery Vessel 
covers are known, as well as notorious “RISER” fakes.

USS Lake Champlain Type1

USS Lake Champlain Riser Fake

USS Lake Champlain Type2



3.3.12 When splashdown and recoveries covers are non existent or very 
scarce, less than 50 recorded, then the exhibitor may use covers with 
splashdown dated postmarks from either Port Canaveral or Patrick Air 
Force Base.

Valid use of a Port Canaveral cancellation 
in lieu of a prime recovery vessel postmark



3.3.12   Philatelic studies of recovery vessel postmarks are also 
possible for example for the John Glenn recovery (20 Feb 1962) his 
spacecraft was unable to land near the scheduled recovery vessel, 
U.S.S. Randolph, he and his craft were first taken aboard an 
awaiting secondary recovery vessel the U.S.S. Noa and later 
transferred to U.S.S. Randolph which took him to the mainland.

Few covers for this event are recorded with the correct postal 
usage.

The US Post Office issued a 4¢ Mercury stamp on the splashdown 
day, however cover that have the Mercury stamp applied are to be 
treated as back dated or per favour cancels, since the stamps did 
not reach U.S.S. Noa by the 20 Feb.

The correct date for covers with the Mercury stamp is 23 Feb when 
the ship docked in Honolulu. Of course the covers with the correct 
date and stamp usage are the most desirable. 



3.3.12  John Glenn Recovery

U.S.S Randolph
U.S.S Noa correct usage

U.S.S Noa – Riser fake



U.S.S Noa back dated

U.S.S Noa Return to Port – correct usage

3.3.12  John Glenn Recovery



3.3.12  Similarly for the Gemini-Titan 8 mission, the spacecraft was 
unable to splashdown in the Pacific as planned and U.S.S. Leonard Mason 
in the Atlantic took over the role of primary recovery vessel for that 
mission, whilst U.S.S Boxer missed out. 

Prime recovery vessel - USS Leonard F. Mason

Secondary recovery vessel - USS Boxer



3.3.12   Apollo 11 is of course of interest as a study. The launch from 
KSC should be recorded with a cover with a KSC cachet postmarked 16 
July 1969. The Moon landing was controlled by the mission control 
centre at Houston, so the landing should be recorded with a 20 July 
1969 postmark from Houston. KSC and CC are not suitable to record 
the Moon landing. Apollo 11 was recovered by U.S.S. Hornet which had 
three different types of postmark available on 24 July. Again 
KSC/CC/Houston postmarks are not suitable for recording the 
splashdown. 

Apollo 11 launch

Postmarked KSC



3.3.12   Apollo 11 Study

Appropriate Apollo 11 Moon landing 
Postmarked Houston

Inappropriate Apollo 11 Moon landing 
Postmarked KSC



3.3.12   Apollo 11 Study

Apollo 11 Prime recovery vessel

USS Hornet – Beck Cachet

Inappropriate KSC Splashdown



3.3.12 The advent of the reusable spacecraft, the space transport system 
(STS) or space shuttle, saw the demise of the prime recovery vessel and the 
use of their ships’ cachet.

Once the shuttle has re-entered the Earth’s atmosphere it is able to fly and land 
at either; Kennedy Space Center or Edwards Air Force Base.

The start of the shuttle programmes also saw the end official NASA cachets 
from the KSC post office; from now on all cachets are of a private nature and 
serve as illustrations only. 

STS-59 Launch KSC STS-59 Landing Edwards AFB 



3.3.13 For the different missions (after the launch), within the scope of the 
US space programmes, the postmarks of the corresponding mission control 
centre responsible for the supervision are valid for manned programmes, for 
earth orbiting satellites, and for lunar and space probes.

Postmarks from tracking stations and ships participating in the mission may be 
shown as a supplement.

Covers and cards with the official cachet are of primary interest



Carnarvon, Australia tracking 
station correct date

Freeport, Bahamas Tracking station
incorrect date

(3 days after landing)

3.3.13 Tracking-station and ships’ cancellations must have be dated in the 
period between launch and landing.



3.3.13   Mission Control Houston postmarks

GT 4

Gemini-Titan 4 was the first flight for which control switched to the 
Huston mission control centre after its launch from Cape 
Canaveral. Exhibitors must use a Houston postmarks to record Ed 
White’s space walk. Thus from 3 June 1965 onwards Houston, later re-
named Johnson Space Center, cancels must be shown to record in flight 
events such as docking, space walks, Moon landings, EVAs and the
like.



STS

ASTP

3.3.13   Mission Control Houston postmarks



3.3.13   Mission Control Houston postmarks



3.3.13 Deep space probes should be recorded by postmarks for the NASA 
Deep Space Network control centre from the post office in Pasadena or from 
the three tracking stations, Goldstone, Madrid and Canberra.

Cape Canaveral or KSC postmarks are inappropriate for documenting Deep 
Space events; they may only be used to document the launch.

Deep Space Network Control Centre  
JPL Pasadena

KSC is Inappropriate for Deep Space Control



European Space Programmes

3.3.14 Postmarks recording launchings of satellites and/or research and
experimental rockets should be shown from the post-offices of the launching sites 
in chronological order within the different programmes including the Europe/USA 
co-operation programmes. Covers with an additional official ESA cachet (from 
1979 onwards, Kourou) are of particular interest.

Hammaguir - Vénonique Felicette Launch



3.3.14  European Space Programmes

Hammaguir - Diamant A Launch

Kourou - ARIANE 1 L05 LaunchBiscarrosse - Dragon 3 D- 304 Launch 

Biscarrosse - CORA G-3 Launch



3.3.14    European Space Programmes

Kourou - ARIANE 5 ARD Launch

Kerguellen - Eridan EO 112 A Launch 

Kourou - ARD Launch &

Pacific Ocean Recovery

Terre Adelie - Dragon D-24 Launch 



3.3.14 European Space Programmes

Kiruna - Centaur Launch Kiruna - Skylark Launch

Salto di Quirre - Skylark Launch Arenosillo - Sounding Rocket Launch 



3.3.14 European Space Programmes

Andoya - Dragon DE-30 Launch Woomera - Blue Streak Launch

Woomera - ELDO 3 Launch Woomera - ELDO 4 Launch



3.3.14 Since the development of the first space rocket A4/V2 in Germany 
during World War II was top secret, this important period of space exploration 
can be recorded by philatelic items not relating to the launching date of an A4/V2 
but showing the postmark of place and/or additional specific marks referring to a 
military unit or detachment, which can be demonstrated to have been 
responsible for the development and/or construction of such rockets.

Postmarked Peenemünde near a WWII base 
for A4 rockets 

Postmarked Kummersdorf near a WWII 
base for A4 rockets



3.3.15 After launch, the mission control centre responsible for the supervision is 

usually ESOC/ Darmstadt and to some extent GSOC/Oberpfaffenhofen.

ESROC Darmstadt 

GSOC Oberpfaffenhofen



3.3.15 For different national space programmes the national mission 
control centres are responsible.

ARIANE 1 

Operational Control Centre

BRETIGNY Control Centre



3.3.15 Postmarks from tracking sites participating in the mission may

be shown as a supplement.

Pretoria - Symphonie B 

Tracking Station 
ARIANE 1 - Diane, French 
Guyana Tracking Station

ARIANE 1 

Wilheim 

Tracking Station

ARIANE V22

Libreville, Gabon Tracking 
Station



China’s Space Programmes

3.3.16 In the early period, no prior announcement was 
made of the launch site or date of a rocket or satellite 
launch.

. 



3.3.17  Prior to 1986, it is possible to record the space programmes by philatelic 
items. There were no postmarks from the launch site, date cancellations of space 
events or special cancellations for the event.  
Thus the early period may be covered by philatelic items as mentioned at § 3.2.3

Jiuquan 

The Jiuquan launch centre, in North West China, was established in 
October 1958, however the earliest recorded astrophilatelic items are 
from 1988.

Jiuquan



3.3.18 After 1986, postmarks recording launches of spacecraft should only 
be shown from the post office nearest the launch site with the exact date of the 
event.

Postmarked from Lanzhou 27 
for a Jiuquan launch

Postmarks from Lanzhou 27 
for a Jiuquan launch



3.3.18 Two other launch centres exist; Taiyuan and Xichang requiring 
postmarks from their nearest post offices which are Kelan and Mianning 
respectively.

Postmarked for a Taiyuan launch

Postmarked from Mianning for a 
Xichang launch



3.3.19 Flown covers unmanned recoverable satellites or manned 
spacecraft may be included.

Space Mail from the 16th 
recoverable satellite 

Space Mail from Shenzhou 5

Space Mail from Shenzhou 6



3.3.20 For the missions of unmanned and manned space programmes 
(after launch) the postmark of the corresponding mission control centre, 

responsible for the supervision of the spacecraft, is valid. 

Mission control, Beijing Aerospace City 

Mission control, Beijing Aerospace City 



3.3.20 Postmarks from tracking-stations and ships and supporting 
aircraft may be shown as a supplement if they are dated during the 

mission.

Tracking station on 
Kiribati

Tracking Station in 
Namibia



3.3.21 Landings of unmanned and manned spacecraft shall be 
recorded by the postmark of the post office nearest to the landing site.

Hong Geer, Inner Mongolia 

Siziwangqi, Inner Mongolia



Other Countries Participating in Space Programmes

3.3.22 For launches the postmarks of the post office nearest to the 
launch sites are valid.

There are also postmarks of temporary launching places for rockets and/ 
or stratosphere balloon ascents known as well as postmarks of national 
mission control centres.



•3.4 Basic Contents (ref. GREV 3.4, SREV)

An astrophilatelic exhibit may encompass all aspects or relate to a 
self contained section. Examples include, but are not limited to, the 
following:

3.4 a) From the period of Pioneers of the Conquest of Space, 
such an exhibit may comprise:

those astronomers and scientists who contributed by their researches to 
modern space exploration and space flight, 

early experimental rocketry, mainly related to rocket mail experiments, 

rocket pioneers and their inventions, 

unmanned and manned stratosphere balloon research flights, 

experimental rocket plane flights, 

the development of the first space rocket A4/V2 (see 3.3.14), 

rocket and satellite launches of all countries with space activities and 
manned space flights.



3.4 b) Rocket mail

The exhibit should consist of items flown by rockets constructed by key 
rocket pioneers, who by their technical and scientific inventions 
contributed to later conquest of space.

Postal stationary, rocket stamps, vignettes issued for the purpose of 
rocket mail flights, reduced newspapers and messages transported by 
rockets as well as covers carried into space by rockets and spaceships 
may be utilised.



3.4 c) Space programmes of:

1. USSR/RUSSIA

rocket pioneers and their inventions, 

stratosphere balloon research flights, 

the different programmes of unmanned and manned space 
flights from Sputnik 1 until the Intercosmos programmes, 
including the related precursors and Space Mail.



2. U.S.A.

early experimental rocketry performed by rocket pioneers also 
related to rocket mail, 

unmanned and manned stratosphere balloon research and 
experimental rocket plane flights, 

·
the programme of unmanned and manned space flights, 
including the related precursors, as well as covers flown into 

stratosphere and space.



3. EUROPE

those astronomers and scientists who paved the way by their laws for 
modern space exploration, 

rocket mail experiments carried out in various countries, 

stratosphere balloon research flights, 

the first space rocket A4 (V2), 

experimental rocket launches for different scientific purposes 
undertaken by several countries, sometimes in co-operation with the 
USA and USSR, 

the ELDO, ESRO and ESA programmes, 

the European space launcher “ARIANE”, and the European co-
operation on missions performed during manned and unmanned 
multinational space flights.



4. CHINA

The programmes of unmanned and manned space flights, as 
well as covers flown into space.



5. OTHER COUNTRIES

Other countries with private or state-owned space programmes and 
launch sites, such as Australia, India, Japan, etc. may be utilised shown 
by recording the different rocket and satellite launches and the purpose 
of their mission.



3.4 d) Unmanned Space Programmes

1. Astronomy

The exploration of the Moon, the Sun, the planets and star systems by 
use of stratosphere balloons, rockets, satellites and space probes 
recording the various events, and also the related precursors.



2. Meteorology

The beginning of weather forecasting and the use of observatories, 
research balloons and high altitude ballistic rockets, with emphasis on 
modern data collection and transmission by recording the launches of 
the various types of meteorological satellites.



3. Telecommunication

Following a brief survey on the initial means of transmitting news, show 
the progress in technology from the launch of the first telecommunication 
balloon and satellite test flights to the present world-wide network of 
different types of telecommunication satellites launched by activities of 
participating countries.



4. The Exploration of the Earth

The progress in exploring the Earth's magnetic field, the atmosphere, 
and the radiation belts, as well as geographic, geodetic and geological 
data collection by use of stratosphere balloons, rockets and satellites.



Exhibits related to 3.4d) 1 - 4 may also include astrophilatelic material 
recording the deployment of satellites referring to one of these
headings, e.g. during Space Shuttle and Ariane missions. 

Covers recording space events referring to research work performed by 
astronauts or cosmonauts during manned space missions are not
suitable for an exhibit mounted in accordance with 3.4d) but may be 
displayed in an exhibit related to 3.4 e) or 3.4 c) 1-2.



5. The Beginning of Conquest of Space 

The beginning of space research programmes of the International 
Geophysical Year 1957 - 1958 and the International Geophysical 
Cooperative Year 1959 are an acceptable way to introduce this study.



3.4 e) Manned Space Programmes

Manned space flights of USSR/Russia, USA, China and multinational flights 
as well as the missions performed by the astronauts / cosmonauts are the 
basis of this study.

The space events of all countries or of one country may be shown in 
chronological order.

The related precursors (e.g. scientific and medical manned stratosphere 
balloons, rocket plane flights, rocket experiments with animals, capsule 
recoveries, tests of survival equipment, test flights of satellites and rocket 
carriers) may be included together with space probes exploring the Moon



3.5 Basic Contents (ref. GREV 3.5, SREV)

3.6 Basic Contents (ref. GREV 3.3 - 3.5, SREV 3.6)
The displayed objects shall fully correspond with the title and the chosen 
subject.

Article 4 Criteria for Evaluating Exhibits
Basic Contents (ref. GREV 4.1 - 4.7, SREV 4.3 & 4.5)

Article 5 Judging of Exhibits
Basic Contents (ref. GREV 5.1 - 5.9, SREV 5.1 & 5.2)

Article 6 Concluding Provision
Basic Contents (ref. GREV 6.1 - 6.2, SREV)
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